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  My basket of Holiday Cactus on the 
front  porch is home to its second dove 
nesting of the year.  The first sitting 
fledged two young and within 10 days 
another set of eggs was being brooded 
(incubated).  

Reminder – for those of you 
who want to see what is 
available among the hundreds 
of plants I still need to clear 
out, I am accepting guests by 
appointment.  Email or call me 
to set a time.  My cell number is
on the heading at the beginning
of the newsletter.
  All  perennials are on at below cost
clearance  , since I need to cut down
the number of pots I have to water, 

including gallons and some large stock 
plants such as a 15 gallon Black 
stemmed Alocasia (Elephant Ear), 
several Gingers in sizes from one to 15 
gallons, a 5 gallon yellow flowered 
Russelia, assorted gallon Dahlias,  I 
gallon Cannas, Salvias and other items.
  All 1 gallons are $3, all smaller pots 
$2, 5 & 15 gallon pots individually 
priced but  reduced way below normal 
nursery prices. 
  Most 3 1/2” and 4” Begonias 
(including tuberous) are reduced to $3 
each.
  I am also clearing out a number of my 
Cacti and Succulents to make more 
room.
  I hope to see you soon!
 Good growing,
  Bob

Above – Begonia 'Dragon Wings Pink (it also 
comes in a red flowered form)- this easy to 
grow hybrid blooms for months on end, and 
with a little protection from frost, will winter 
outdoors, coming up from the base in the 
spring.  It also makes a good winter house 
(sunny window or under lights)or greenhouse
plant.



  I am testing and growing a number of 
the newer Begonia species and hybrids 
that seem to be hardy here in 
Sacramento. 
  Hopefully this will add an additional set 
of perennial plants for our outdoor 
gardens. Especially since many of the 
hardy types seem to like part to full 
shade.
July Garden Notes: Well, the end of June
and the first few days of July look to be well 
over 100.  I can only hope that like last year, 
we only have the one spell of 100 plus days, 
but I'm not betting on it at this point.
  I just finished harvesting Potatoes and the 
Tomatoes seen to enjoy the heat, although the
Swiss Chard may wilt in midday, it seems to 
spring back one the sun if off it.. so I pick in 
early morning when it is still well hydrated. 
 The cucumbers are also liking the heat, and 
are setting fruit.  I have them on drip right at 
the base of the plants, so while they take up a 
lot of room, with the drip they don't take a 
fraction of the water sprinkling such a large 
area would.  
  If you'd like to make an appointment and 
come over and see what is involved in 
converting your sprinkler system to drip, I'd 
be glad to show you.  Converting to drip can 
reduce water use 50 to 90 percent.  
    While it is hot , dry and watering is a 
constant chore, there are things that need 
doing to get things shaped up for later on 
towards fall.
 Spiderworts or Tradescantia that have ended 
their spring bloom often look lanky and ratty,
they should be cut to within an inch or two of
the ground, and will resprout new foliage and
a new bloom cycle for late summer color.
  Hostas which are bug eaten, or burnt (except
H. ‘Krossa Regal’) can be cut back and will 
produce new clean foliage for late summer 
and fall.
  Some items that have gotten too tall can be 
cut back now and will still grow and bloom 

for late summer and fall.  Included here are 
Penstemon, Perennial Sunflowers, Asters, most 
Salvia and Chrysanthemums.
  July is the time to trim foliage on, divide and 
reset overgrown Iris.  They will establish and 
grow a bit this fall.
  Items NOT to trim after mid-July include 
Azalea, Rhododendron, Camellia, deciduous 
Magnolias and Dogwood.  These plants start 
setting next years buds in late July and early 
August.
  Fruit trees that have put on excessive growth can
be thinned or cut back in July (this is European 
style pruning).  This makes it easier to see what 
your doing, slows over abundant growth, and will 
cause more branching within reach .
    Other plants that can benefit from a July 
haircut (pruning) include Veronica that has 
finished blooming (will often rebloom after 
trimming), items that may have burned during 
high high temps and fall bloomers such as 
Pineapple and Mexican Sages to keep them 
smaller and more compact.
  With all the watering the heat makes necessary, 
potted plants especially will benefit from a 
feeding, as will many yard plants.  If your plants 
look pale and have stopped growing, they 
probably have run out of Nitrogen (which is very 
water soluble)  Always follow directions or even 
make a bit weaker so as not to burn plants. 
Remember less more often is a great rule on 
feeding!! 

 Please -
NO MORE PLASTIC 
POTS! The city now 
accepts plastic pots in 
recycle but I do NOT need 
any more at this time!  
Thanks  Bob 


