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 Wet to Dry and other notes:
  Well, we went from a wet December to the 
driest January ever recorded, with above 
normal temperatures except for the New 
Years freeze.
  Except for the freeze New Years Eve and 
Day, we haven't even had frost in January and
night temperatures have run 5-10 degrees 
above average, which has a lot of plants 
sprouting ahead of schedule.
  I even have a clump of Dutch Iris in the city
strip in bloom!  They are a good 6-8 weeks 
ahead of normal!  Wood poppies and Begonia
grandis are coming up, a month ahead of 
“normal” also.  
  All this early growth could be damaged if 
we get a sudden freeze. I've had to remove 
frost cloth from some things to water and 
clean them up, but I'm keeping it handy in 
case a frost is forecast. 

 Begonia grandis coming up on January 28th.

  My Chasmanthe are blooming.  The first of the 
South African bulbs to bloom and a favorite of 
hummingbirds.

  Garden Notes for February -
 February and March are Potato planting time in 
Sacramento. Due to the warm weather, I took a 
gamble and put mine in yesterday, a week or so 
sooner than I normally do.
  Lots of things are starting growing and snails are
already active, so don't forget to bait for them.  
They love tender new shoots, especially on 
Echinacea, Lilies, Delphinium, Iris and many 
others. 
  If your Angels Trumpet froze back hard, the new
shoots coming up from the base are subject to 
being eaten by snails, so bait these.  Larger plants 
are not usually bothered by them.
  Lettuce and other cool weather crops can be put 
out  but again are subject to snail damage until 
larger.  I usually start lettuce in 6 packs, then pop 
out the seedlings when big enough and plant out.  
It is easier than fighting the snails with tiny 
seedlings.  
  Now is a good time to move and /or divide 
perennials, just as they are about to start growth.  
I just moved a hardy Hibiscus that was too close 
to a sprinkler head and blocked it when grown. I 
just dug up the root mass and reburied it at the 
same depth in the new spot.
  Dahlias that have gotten too big can have their 
tubers dug and divided now.  



  Above - I have Rudbeckia seedlings coming
along for the Perennial Plant Club sale in 
March.

  If you haven't trimmed your Roses yet, do 
so ASAP.  They are already swelling buds 
and some have even started growth in 
warmer spots. With your trimmings, you can 
put down 4 to 6” pieces as cutting now.. just 
take off all the leaves, put in damp soil and 
keep moist.  Even a small cutting can 
produce a blooming plant by late this year 
( at least for hybrid T's , florabundas and 
minatures).
  As things start growing they need a bit more
water, so watch they don't dry out if we don't 
get regular rain.  Also, February is time to 
think of the first feeding for the yard, at least 
later in the month when more has sprouted.  

  Dutch Iris coming into bloom on January 
23, 2015

  

  I just potted up the above 3 varieties of 
Echinacea for the March PPC Sale.  The varieties 
are from the top E. Pow Wow Wild Berry, E. Pow 
Wow White and E. Cheyanne Spirit.  The last is a 
fairly new seed strain that has a wide range of 
colors and several of you have reoprted the plants 
being compact and heavy branched/flowering. 
Each plant is a different color, so it is pot luck 
until they actually bloom.



 Coreopis Ruby Frost is one of the perennial 
lacy leafed Coreopsis originated by Terra 
Nova Nurseries.  This is one of the new 
plants I am growth that your donations made 
possible.  Like all Coreopis it likes a sunny 
spot, that is fairly well drained.

 February Class – Gardening in 
Sacramento, a guide for beginners 
and new residents.  Saturday Feb. 
21st – 9am to 1 pm.  Cost $40 per 
person.
   This class will cover all the things 
that are “different” about growing 
here in Sacramento, including our 2 
(or 3 depending who you talk to) 
growing seasons, microclimate (a 
HUGE consideration here), water 
quality (why some thing we grow 
can't be grown in Davis and some 
other areas), Heat and Cold 
tolerance, soils, why plant labels 
don't reflect our climate, why 
“nurseries” carry things that won't 
grow here or at the wrong season and
other factors that affect growing 
here.
  The class is limited to 10 people and 
will be held here at the house (1689 
Vallarta Circle).  This class has been 
popular in the past. Make your check

payable to Bob Hamm and send to 1689 
Vallarta Circle, Sacramento CA 95834.
 Yes, the cost of the class is up $5, but classes 
from other sources are running $75 and up!  The 
information in this class can save a new resident / 
beginner hundreds of dollars in lost plants!
  
 Tentative Spring Calendar:
  Depending on plant growth, weather and other 
factors I May have a few sales at The Gifted 
Gardener, but no dates have been set.  I will send 
out an email notice.  
  Saturday March 28  th -Perennial Plant Club 
Vendor Sale – at Sheppard Garden and Arts 
Center in McKinley Park  9am to 3 pm. I will be 
one of many vendors selling plants, and the guest 
speaker will be Warren Roberts, Superintendent 
Emeritus, UC Davis Arboretum.  I will have some
tomatoes available for those in warmer areas or 
who want to gamble with early planting.   
  Saturday and Sunday April 11  th   & 12  th – 
Annual  Plant Yard Sale here at the house (1689 
Vallarta Circle).  This will be the ONLY sale at 
the house this Spring. 9Am to 3pm both days.  
Perennials, Begonias and selected tropicals and  
annuals.
  May Sale – I'm still looking for a location for a 
sale Mothers Day weekend May 9th & 10th or even
just Sat May 9th. 

Ajuga Dixie Chip is a variegated small leafed 
Ajuga.  
  Note: I can sometimes mail plants to 
those too far away to visit. Email for 
details.



 Above Pleione hybrid
 Pleione Orchids – Pleione orchids are a 
group of cold hardy terrestrial orchids.  They 
bloom in late winter/early spring before they 
put up leaves.  They can be grown in a fairly 
shady spot in pots or even in the ground in 
warmer areas with very good drainage.  They
put up leaves after blooming, and lose the 
leaves and go dormant in fall.  They need 
cool to cold temps when dormant (below 50) 
to set buds.  I have a few each of 5 different 
varieties, and would like to offer the extras to
those interested.  These are rarely seen and 
pricey ($16 each for a potted, budded bulb).  
If your interested give me an email and we 
can arrange a visit.

Pleione formosana – the hardiest of the 
species according to many.
  I will also have some of the different (not 
Bletilla)  WINTER HARDY terrestrial 
orchids at the PPC Sale.

Tropical Corner : I have been collecting some 
interesting plants including Begonias, Calocasias, 
Alocasias, Orchid Catus and others, many of 
which I will have starters available this spring.  
  Variegated Alocasia (picture below)– as 
mentioned last year, I paid $50 to get a stock plant
of this.  I will have about 4 one (1) gallon size 
plants available at $25 each.  You can one held for
you by sending me a check.

  Begonia U489 is one of the Unidentfied Species 
(picture below) that has been shown winter hardy 
as far north as Washington D.C.  They freeze back
but return in the spring according to reports.  The 
grower in D.C. had his come through 17 degrees 
according to his website. 
 The leaves can get even larger than shown when 
in the ground. I have this and others of the 
“hardy” types coming along.  

    


